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Week Ending Friday, December 18, 1981 


President’s Volunteer Action Awards 





Announcement of the Awards Program. 
December 12, 1981 





The President today announced the cre- 
ation of the President’s Volunteer Action 
Awards to honor outstanding volunteer 
achievement by individual citizens and 
their organizations. 

The awards program is cosponsored by 
VOLUNTEER, the National Center for Citi- 
zen Involvement, and ACTION in a unique 
cooperative effort between the private 
sector and government. 

The President will present the awards at 
a White House ceremony in April. Awards 
will be made in seven categories: jobs, 
health, material resources, education, recre- 
ation and the environment, public safety, 
the arts and humanities. 

In announcing the program, the Presi- 
dent said, “Throughout our history, Ameri- 
cans have always extended their hands to 
neighbors in assistance. The energy expend- 
ed by our citizens in problemsolving is ab- 
solutely imperative to maintain and im- 
prove the quality of life for all Americans. I 
believe this program of recognition is vital 
to call attention both to what is being done 
by American volunteers and to what can be 
done through voluntary action.” 

VOLUNTEER is the primary national or- 
ganization supporting greater citizen in- 
volvement in problemsolving. It provides a 
broad range of technical assistance services 
to volunteer-involving organizations, public 
agencies, unions, and corporations. It works 
closely with a network of approximately 
200 associated Voluntary Action Centers 
and over 1,000 other local, State, and na- 
tional organizations. 

ACTION, the national volunteer agency, 
serves to stimulate voluntarism and to dem- 
onstrate the effectiveness of volunteers in 
addressing social problems. Its major pro- 
grams include the Foster Grandparent, Re- 
tired Senior Volunteer, and Senior Compan- 


ion programs for the elderly and a variety 
of programs for youth. 

The announcement of the program fol- 
lowed the first meeting of the President’s 
Task Force on Private Sector Initiatives, 
chaired by William Verity, chairman of 
Armco Steel. Two of VOLUNTEER’s board 
members, George Romney and Senator 
David Durenberger (R-Minn.), sit on that 
task force, as does Tom Pauken, Director of 
ACTION. 

Official nomination forms are available by 
writing to the President’s Volunteer Action 
Awards, P.O. Box 37488, Washington, D.C., 
20013. The deadline for receipt of nomina- 
tions is February 7. 


Federal Mediation and Conciliation 
Service 





Nomination of Kenneth E. Moffett To Be 
Director. December 14, 1981 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Kenneth E. Moffett to be 
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Direc- 
tor. He would succeed Wayne Horvitz. 

Mr. Moffett has been Acting Director 
since January 1, 1981. He was appointed 
Deputy Director of the Federal Mediation 
and Conciliation Service in 1977. Previously 
he served as the Director of Mediation 
Services for 5 years. In 1969 Mr. Moffett 
was special assistant to former Director J. 
Curtis Counts. During this time, he was also 
named Executive Secretary of the Atomic 
Energy Labor-Management Relations Panel. 
Commissioned a mediator with FMCS in 
1961, Mr. Moffett served in Washington, 
D.C., and in Cleveland, Ohio, for 5 years. In 
1957-61 he was an international representa- 
tive for District 50, United Mine Workers of 
America. 

He graduated from the University of 
Maryland (1958). He resides in Adelphi, 
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Md., with his three children. He was born 
September 11, 1931, in Lykens, Pa. 


Merit Systems Protection Board 





Nomination of Herbert E. Ellingwood To Be 
Chairman and Member. 
December 14, 1981 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Herbert E. Ellingwood to 
be a member of the Merit Systems Protec- 
tion Board for the remainder of the term 
expiring March 1, 1986. The President also 
intends to nominate Mr. Ellingwood to 
serve as Chairman. 

Mr. Ellingwood is currently Deputy 
Counsel to the President. He was a partner 
with the firm of Caldwell and Toms of Sac- 
ramento, Calif. He was deputy assistant at- 
torney for Alameda County, Calif., in 1960- 
66 and legislative advocate for law and leg- 
islative committees, District Attorneys’ and 
Peace Officers’ Associations, in 1966-69. 
Mr. Ellingwood was the legal affairs secre- 
tary to then Gov. Ronald Reagan in 1969- 
74 and served as special assistant to the 
attorney general, State of California, in 
1975-79. He served in the United States 
Army in 1953-56. 

He graduated from Yale University (B.A., 
1953) and Stanford University Law School 
(LL.B., 1960). Mr. Ellingwood is married, 
has two children, and resides in Sacramen- 
to, Calif. He was born on March 5, 1931, in 
Ordway, Colo. 


Deputy Assistant to the President for 
Legislative Affairs 





Appointment of M. B. Oglesby, Jr. 
December 14, 1981 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint M. B. Oglesby, Jr., to be 
Deputy Assistant to the President for Legis- 
lative Affairs. He would succeed Kenneth 
M. Duberstein 
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Mr. Oglesby is currently serving as Spe- 
cial Assistant for Legislative Affairs. In his 
new position, he will serve as_ the 
President’s chief deputy liaison with the 
United States House of Representatives. 

Previously he had served as minority staff 
associate for the House Energy and Com- 
merce Committee, dealing principally with 
railroad, environmental, and commerce-re- 
lated legislation. Mr. Oglesby also served as 
deputy and acting director of the State of 
Illinois Washington office and as executive 
assistant to Congressman Edward Madigan 
(R-Ill.). Prior to coming to Washington, he 
served in Illinois State government as an 
assistant to Gov. Richard B. Oglivie and as 
executive assistant to the speaker of the 
house. Mr. Oglesby also spent 3% years in 
management positions with Illinois Bell 
Telephone Co. 

He attended the University of Illinois at 
Champaign. He is married, resides in Be- 
thesda, Md., and was born October 1, 1942, 
in Flora, Ill. 


Situation in Poland 





Excerpts From a Telephone Conversation 
With Pope John Paul II. 
December 14, 1981 





The President. “Your Holiness, I want you 
to know how deeply we feel about the situ- 
ation in your homeland.” 

“I look forward to the time when we can 
meet in person.” 

“Our sympathies are with the people, not 
the government.” 

“Our country was inspired when you vis- 
ited Poland, and to see their commitment 
to religion and belief in God. It was an 
inspiration to the whole world to watch on 
television. All of us were very thrilled.” 


Note: The telephone conversation began at 
approximately 12:15 p.m. 

As printed above, the transcript of the 
remarks follows the press release and a por- 
tion of the daily press briefing. 
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Wright Brothers Day, 1981 





Proclamation 4886. December 14, 1981 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Since the dawn of civilization, men have 
dreamed of conquering the air. History is 
filled with tales of those who tried to emu- 
late the flight of birds, but not until the 
early days of this century did that dream 
become a reality. 

On December 17, 1903, near Kitty Hawk, 
North Carolina, the age of aviation began 
when Orville and Wilbur Wright launched 
man’s first successful flight in a mechanical- 
ly propelled aircraft. Orville Wright re- 
mained aloft in a flying machine for just 12 
seconds, covering a distance of only 120 
feet, but the inventiveness and daring of 
these two brothers changed our lives for all 
time. 

Today, aviation is vital to the American 
way of life and to our economy and national 
defense. The air transportation network en- 
ables us to travel for business or pleasure 
with unequalled speed and convenience 
while providing for the rapid and efficient 
transfer of our nation’s commercial goods. 

The pioneering spirit exhibited by the 
Wright brothers and fostered by our system 
of free enterprise has kept America in the 
forefront of innovative aeronautics—a spirit 
dramatically demonstrated again this year 
with the two successful missions of the 
United States Space Shuttle COLUMBIA. 
As it glided to perfect landings in the Cali- 
fornia desert, COLUMBIA gave us pause to 
reflect on another triumph in American avi- 
ation and on the creative genius of the 
American people. 

To commemorate the historic achieve- 
ments of the Wright brothers, the Congress, 
by a joint resolution of December 17, 1963 
(77 Stat. 402, 36 U.S.C. 169), designated the 
seventeenth day of December of each year 
as Wright Brothers Day and requested the 
President to issue a proclamation annually 
inviting Americans to observe that day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby call upon the people of this nation 


and their local and national governmental 
officials to observe Wright Brothers Day, 
December 17, 1981, with appropriate cere- 
monies and activities, both to recall the ac- 
complishments of the Wright brothers and 
to provide stimulus to aviation in this coun- 
try and throughout the world. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 14th day of Dec., in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty- 
one, and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and 
sixth. 

Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 5:04 p.m., December 14, 1981] 


Agency for International Development 





Nomination of John R. Bolton To Be an 
Assistant Administrator. 
December 15, 1981 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate John R. Bolton to be an 
Assistant Administrator of the Agency for 
International Development (Program and 
Policy Coordination). He would succeed Al- 
exander Shakow. 

Mr. Bolton has been General Counsel, 
Agency for International Development, 
since February 1981. Previously he was an 
attorney with the firm of Covington and 
Burling in Washington, D.C., in 1974-81. 
He served on the personnel management 
transition team during’ the Presidential 
transition effort in 1980-81. 

Mr. Bolton graduated from Yale College 
(B.A., 1970) and Yale Law School (jJ.D., 
1974). He is married and resides in Vienna, 
Va. He was born October 20, 1948, in Balti- 
more, Md. 


Agency for International Development 
Nomination of Otto J. Reich To Be an 
Assistant Administrator. December 15, 1981 








The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Otto J. Reich to be an 


1373 





Dec. 15 / Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1981 


Assistant Administrator of the Agency for 
International Development (Latin America 
and the Caribbean). He would succeed Abe- 
lardo Lopez Valdez. 

Mr. Reich has been special assistant to the 
Administrator, Agency for International De- 
velopment, since September 1981. He was 
director of Washington operations, Council 
of the Americas, in 1976-81; community de- 
velopment coordinator, city of Miami, Fla., 
in 1975-76; international representative, 
Florida Department of Commerce, in 1973- 
75; vice president for international develop- 
ment, Cormorant Enterprises, Miami, in 
1972-73; research fellow, Center for Strate- 
gic and International Studies, in 1971-72; 
and staff assistant to Representative W. R. 
Hull, Jr., of Missouri, in 1970-71. 

He graduated from the University of 
North Carolina (B.A., 1966) and George- 
town University (M.A., 1973). He is married, 
has one child, and resides in McLean, Va. 
He was born October 16, 1945, in Havana, 
Cuba. 


Federal Home Loan Bank Board 





Nomination of James Jay Jackson To Be a 
Member. December 15, 1981 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate James Jay Jackson to be a 
member of the Federal Home Loan Bank 
Board for the remainder of the term expir- 
ing June 30, 1982. He would succeed John 
N. Dalton. 

Since 1974 Mr. Jackson has been execu- 
tive vice president, Fidelity Savings & Loan 
Association, Port Arthur, Tex. Previously he 
was loan officer, Beaumont Savings & Loan 
Association, Beaumont, Tex., in 1973 and 
branch manager, Republic of Texas Savings 
Association, Port Arthur, Tex., in 1972. 

Mr. Jackson is president of the Greater 
Port Arthur Chamber of Commerce and is 
a member of the National Energy Confer- 
ence of the U.S. League of Savings Associ- 
ations. 

He graduated from Louisiana College 
(B.A., 1970). He is married, has two chil- 
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dren, and resides in Port Neches, Tex. He 
was born on July 31, 1948, in Jennings, La. 


Continuing Resolution for Fiscal Year 
1982 Appropriations 





Remarks on Signing H_J. Res. 370 Into Law. 
December 15, 1981 





The President. Well, we have a signing of 
a bill here. I’m signing House Joint Resolu- 
tion 370, the continuing resolution provid- 
ing appropriations for most of the govern- 
ment until March 31st. 

The Congress, with strong leadership 
from these gentlemen here—Senators 
Baker and Hatfield and Congressman Conte 
and Michel—is now addressing the problem 
of excessive spending generated through 
the appropriations process. 

I would prefer—I know they would—that 
the Government be financed by separate 
appropriation bills subject to Presidential 
approval or disapproval, as has been the 
case for most of our history. But the con- 
tinuing resolution I’m signing today is far 
better than those of recent years and better 
than the one I vetoed 3 weeks ago. 

This resolution represents a genuine 
effort at spending restraint and embodies 
substantial savings for taxpayers. It is $49 
billion in appropriations below the original 
request of the previous administration last 
January and $8% billion below my own 
much reduced request of last March. 

This lower level of appropriations will cut 
spending both in the immediate fiscal year 
1982 and in later years. The bill is some- 
what above my September request, but it’s 
a big change from the business-as-usual ap- 
propriations of the past. 

I hope shortly to receive and be able to 
sign the individual appropriations bills. 
These appropriations measures would then 
supersede the provisions of this continuing 
resolution. I’ve already signed one such ap- 
propriations bill, the energy and water de- 
velopment bill. 

Getting control of government spending, 
reducing inflationary expectations, and re- 
storing jobs, growth, and prosperity for our 
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people is a slow and difficult process. We 
don’t want and the economy can’t stand 
another rollercoaster recovery. We need a 
lasting recovery, and that will require a 
wealth of cooperation, courage, and deter- 
mination. We took our first big step forward 
last summer when I signed the Omnibus 
Reconciliation Act. 

This resolution marks another significant 
step. But let’s not stop here. If we continue 
working together, we can bring the rate of 
inflation down further, and we can keep it 
down as the recovery begins. 

And now, I do this with—— 


[At this point, the President signed the bill, 
handing the pens to the three Members of 
Congress. | 


Senator Hatfield. Thank you very much. 

The President. 1 ought to have a middle 
name or put a middle name in here so I can 
make it go to the end of the pens. 

Senator Baker. Thank you. 

Representative Conte. Thank you, Mr. 
President. 

The President. Youre more than wel- 
come. And thank all! of you for what you’ve 
done to bring this about. 


Note: The President spoke at 3:37 p.m. to 
reporters assembled in the Oval Office at 
the White House. 

As enacted, H.J. Res. 370 is Public Law 
97-92, approved December 15. 


National Commission on Social Security 
Reform 





Remarks Announcing Establishment of the 


Commission. December 16, 1981 





In recent years inflation has created great 
uncertainty about our social security 
system. Time and again we’ve been reas- 
sured the system would be financially sound 
for decades to come, only to find that recal- 
culations of receipts and benefits forecast a 
new crisis. Current and future retirees now 
question the system’s ability to provide 
them the benefits they’ve been led to 
expect. Americans look to us for leadership 
and for answers. 


As a candidate in 1980 I pledged that I 
would do my utmost to restore the integrity 
of social security and do so without penalty 
to those dependent on that program. I have 
honored that pledge and will continue to do 
so. We cannot and we will not betray 
people entitled to social security benefits. 


In September I announced that I would 
appoint a bipartisan task force to work with 
the President and the Congress to reach 
two specific goals: propose realistic, long- 
term reforms to put social security back on 
a sound financial footing and forge a work- 
ing bipartisan consensus so that the neces- 
sary reforms will be passed into law. 


Senate Majority Leader Baker, Speaker 
O’Neill, and I agreed we would each select 
five members for a new national commis- 
sion on social security. Today I am pleased 
and honored to announce the formation of 
the commission and that Alan Greenspan 
has agreed at my request to serve as Chair- 
man of that commission. 


I’m asking the commission to present its 
report to the American people at the end of 
next year. I can think of no more important 
domestic problem requiring resolution than 
the future of our social security system. 


Let me make one thing plain: With bi- 
partisan cooperation and political courage, 
social security can and will be saved. For 
too long, too many people dependent on 
social security have been cruelly frightened 
by individuals seeking political gain through 
demagoguery and outright falsehood, and 
this must stop. The future of social security 
is much too important to be used as a politi- 
cal football. 

Saving social security will require the best 
efforts of both parties and of both the ex- 
ecutive and legislative branches of govern- 
ment. I’m confident this can be done and 
that in its deliberations this commission will 
put aside partisan considerations and seek a 
solution the American people will find fis- 
cally sound and fully equitable. 

That’s the end of the statement. 

Note: The President spoke at 12:03 p.m. to 


reporters assembled in the Briefing Room at 
the White House. 
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National Commission on Social Security 
Reform 





Executive Order 12335. 
December 16, 1981 





By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution of the United 
States of America, and to establish, in ac- 
cordance with the provisions of the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5 
U.S.C. App. I), the National Commission on 
Social Security Reform, it is hereby ordered 
as follows: 

Section 1. Establishment. (a) There is es- 
tablished the National Commission on Social 
Security Reform. The Commission shall be 
composed of fifteen members appointed or 
designated by the President and selected as 
follows: 

(1) Five members selected by the Presi- 
dent from among officers or employees of 
the Executive Branch, private citizens of 
the United States, or both. Not more than 
three of the members selected by the Presi- 
dent shall be members of the same political 
party; 

(2) Five members selected by the Major- 
ity Leader of the Senate from among mem- 
bers of the Senate, private citizens of the 
United States, or both. Not more than three 
of the members selected by the Majority 
Leader shall be members of the same politi- 
cal party; 

(3) Five members selected by the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives from 
among members of the House, private citi- 
zens of the United States, or both. Not 
more than three of the members selected 
by the Speaker shall be members of the 
same political party. 

(b) The President shall designate a Chair- 
man from among the members of the Com- 
mission. 

Sec. 2. Functions. (a) The Commission 
shall review relevant analyses of the current 
and long-term financial condition of the 
Social Security trust funds; indentify prob- 
lems that may threaten the long-term sol- 
vency of such funds; analyze potential solu- 
tions to such problems that will both assure 
the financial integrity of the Social Security 
System and the provision of appropriate 
benefits; and provide appropriate recom- 
mendations to the Secretary of Health and 
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Human Services, the President, and the 
Congress. 

(b) The Commission shall make its report 
to the President by December 31, 1982. 

Sec. 3. Administration. (a) The heads of 
Executive agencies shall, to the extent per- 
mitted by law, provide the Commission 
such information as it may require for the 
purpose of carrying out its functions. 

(b) Members of the Commission shall 
serve without any additional compensation 
for their work on the Commission. How- 
ever, members appointed from among pri- 
vate citizens of the United States may be 
allowed travel expenses, including per diem 
in lieu of subsistence, as authorized by law 
for persons serving intermittently in the 
government service (5 U.S.C. 5701-5707), 
to the extent funds are available therefor. 

(c) The Commission shall have a staff 
headed by an Executive Director. Any ex- 
penses of the Commission shall be paid 
from such funds as may be available to the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services. 

Sec. 4. General. (a) Notwithstanding any 
other Executive Order, the responsibilities 
of the President under the Federal Advi- 
sory Committee Act, as amended, except 
that of reporting annually to the Congress, 
which are applicable to the Commission, 
shall be performed by the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services in accordance 
with the guidelines and procedures estab- 
lished by the Administrator of General 
Services. 

(b) The Commission shall terminate thirty 
days after submitting its report. 


Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 


December 16, 1981. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:22 p.m., December 16, 1981] 


National Commission on Social Security 
Reform 





Appointment of the Membership. 
December 16, 1981 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint/designate the following indi- 
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viduals to serve on a 15-member bipartisan 
National Commission on Social Security 
Reform. Alan Greenspan will serve as 
Chairman. 

Establishment of the Commission fulfills a 
pledge made by the President in Septem- 
ber to create a bipartisan task force to work 
with the President and Congress to reach 
two specific goals: 


—To propose realistic, long-term reforms 
to put social security back on a sound 
financial footing, and 


—To forge a working, bipartisan consen- 
sus so that the necessary reforms can be 
passed into law. 

Robert A. Beck, chairman of the board and chief 
executive officer, Prudential Insurance Co. of 
America, Newark, N.J. He is a member of the 
President’s Export Council. 

Mary Falvey Fuller, vice president, finance, Shak- 
lee Corp., San Francisco, Calif. Previously she 
was senior vice president and director, Blyth 
Eastman Dillon & Co., Inc., New York, N.Y. 

Alan Greenspan, chairman and president, Town- 
send-Greenspan and Co., Inc., New York, N.Y. 
He is a member of the President’s Economic 
Policy Advisory Board. 

Alexander B. Trowbridge, president, National As- 
sociation of Manufacturers, Washington, D.C. 
He is a member of the President’s Task Force 
on Private Sector Initiatives. 

Joe D. Waggonner, Jr., consultant, Bossier Bank & 
Trust Co., Plain Dealing, La. He represented 
the Fourth Congressional District of Louisiana 
during the 87th to 95th Congresses. 


Senate Majority Leader Howard Baker, in 
consultation with Senate Minority Leader 
Robert Byrd, selected the following individ- 
uals to serve on the Commission: 


William Armstrong, United States Senate (R- 
Colo.), chairman of the Subcommittee on Social 
Security of the Senate Finance Committee. 

Robert Dole, United States Senate (R-Kans.), 
chairman of the Senate Finance Committee. 

John Heinz, United States Senate (R-Pa.), chair- 
man of the Senate Special Committee on 
Aging. 

Lane Kirkland, president of the American Fed- 
eration of Labor-Congress of Industrial Organi- 
zations. 

Daniel Patrick Moynihan, United States Senate 
(D-N.Y.), ranking minority member of the Sub- 
committee on Social Security of the Senate Fi- 
nance Committee. 


House Speaker Thomas P. O’Neill, in con- 
sultation with House Minority Leader 
Robert Michel, selected the following indi- 
viduals to serve on the Commission: 


William Archer, United States House of Repre- 
sentatives (R-Tex.), ranking minority member 
of the Subcommittee on Social Security, House 
Ways and Means Committee. 

Robert M. Ball, was Commissioner of Social Se- 
curity in 1962-73. He is senior scholar, Insti- 
tute of Medicine, National Academy of Sci- 
ences. 

Barber Conable, United States House of Repre- 
sentatives (R-N.Y.), ranking minority member, 
House Ways and Means Committee. 

Martha E. Keys, former Assistant Secretary of 
Health and Human Services. She served in the 
94th and 95th Congresses. 


Claude D. Pepper, United States House of Repre- 
sentatives (D-Fla.), chairman, House Select 
Committee on Aging. 


Board of Foreign Scholarships 





Appointment of Three Members. 
December 16, 1981 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 
be members of the Board of Foreign Schol- 
arships: 


Jeffrey B. Gayner has served as director of for- 
eign policy studies, the Heritage Foundation, 
since 1974. In this position, he has taken re- 
search trips to Chile, Vietnam, Thailand, Ma- 
laysia, Korea, Taiwan, Laos, Nicaragua, 
Panama, East Asia, Iran, Europe, U.S.S.R., 
South Africa, and other countries. He was a 
member of the International Development Co- 
operation Agency transition team during the 
Presidential transition effort in 1980-81. Mr. 
Gayner graduated from Washington & Lee 
University (B.A., 1967) and attended the Uni- 
versity of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. He 
served in the United States Army in Vietnam 
(1969-71). He resides in Washington, D.C., and 
was born February 27, 1945, in Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

E. Victor Milione has been president of the In- 
tercollegiate Studies Institute, Inc., since 1962. 
ISI was founded in 1953 and assists students, 
through publications, seminars, and lectures, in 
apprehending the values and knowledge neces- 
sary to the preservation of the free society. He 
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is publisher of the Intercollegiate Review and a 
member of the board of visitors of Thomas 
Aquinas College. Mr. Milione was a senior ad- 
viser to the National Endowment for the Hu- 
manities transition team, and he has served as 
a trustee of the Philadelphia Society. He gradu- 
ated from St. Joseph’s University in Philadel- 
phia. He is married, has one child, and resides 
in Ardmore, Pa. He was born May 12, 1924, in 
Havertown, Pa. 


Gerhart Niemeyer is professor emeritus of gov- 
ernment, University of Notre Dame. He has 
held many academic positions, including serv- 
ing as visiting professor at Yale University 
(1942, 1946, 1954-55), Columbia University 
(1952), Vanderbilt University (1962-66), Japan 
National Defense Academy (1980); and distin- 
guished visiting professor, Hillsdale College 
(1976 to present). He was foreign affairs officer, 
Department of State, (1950-53). Dr. Niemeyer 
emigrated from Germany in 1933 and became 
a US. citizen in 1943. He attended Cambridge 
University (1925-26), Munich University (1926- 
27), and Kiel University (1927-30). He is mar- 
ried, has five children, and resides in South 
Bend, Ind. He was born in Germany in 1907. 


Department of Energy 





Statement on the Plan To Dismantle the 
Department. December 17, 1981 





Last September in my economic message 
I announced that we would develop a plan 
for dismantling the Department of Energy. 
In the intervening months, a group led by 
the Secretary of Energy developed a 
number of proposals to carry out that com- 
mitment. 

I have selected a plan that will divide the 
current responsibilities of the Department 
of Energy between the Department of the 
Interior and the Department of Commerce. 
This would fulfill my campaign promise to 
make government more efficient and 
reduce the cost of government to the tax- 
payers. 

Under the plan I have approved, the In- 
terior Department will take on those func- 
tions of DOE that bear on the management 
of natural resources, such as supervision of 
the national petroleum reserves and the hy- 
droelectric dams operated by the power 
marketing administrations. 
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The Commerce Department will be re- 
sponsible for ensuring that energy is given 
full consideration in national economic 
policy; for developing plans for responding 
to energy supply emergencies, including 
our relations with international energy or- 
ganizations; and for the collection of statisti- 
cal data on energy. 

In addition, we will establish an agency to 
carry out the importani research programs 
now operated by DOE. This agency will 
report to me through the Secretary of Com- 
merce and will also have responsibility for 
operating the atomic energy defense pro- 
gram that develops and produces nuclear 
weapons for our strategic forces. 

I believe that this plan will result in a 
strong Federal effort in basic research in 
energy that avoids the excessive regulation 
that led me to call for dismantling DOE. 
Under this plan, we will limit the role of 
the Federal Government in energy. The 
Government will no longer try to manage 
every aspect of energy supply and con- 
sumption 

I have directed that a task force com- 
posed of representatives from the White 
House Office of Policy Development, the 
Office of Management and Budget, and the 
Departments of Energy, Commerce, and 
Interior get to work immediately on the 
detailed legislation and plans needed to 
carry out the decision I made yesterday. 

We will of course be consulting with the 
Congress on the detailed plan, which I an- 
ticipate submitting to the Congress with the 
fiscal year 1983 budget. 

By dismantling a bureaucracy while keep- 
ing intact its essential functions, we are 
moving ahead with our promise to make 
government serve the people—and do it 
more efficiently. This is a big step, but 
there is more to be done and we are 
pledged to do it. 


Parking Fees for Federal Employees 





Statement by the President. 
December 17, 1981 





Recently, the U.S. Court of Appeals ruled 
that the Government had acted lawfully in 
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imposing market-oriented rates for parking 
facilities used by Federal employees. The 
regulation, which took effect on November 
1, 1979, directed agencies to develop proce- 
dures to charge fees based on the ongoing 
commercial rate of the area. A legal chal- 
lenge resulted in a March 1981 decision by 
the U.S. District Court blocking further im- 
plementation of the fee schedule and order- 
ing the refunding of fees already collected. 

The Government can now resume collec- 
tion of parking fees. After consulting a dele- 
gation of Members of Congress, including 
Marjorie Holt, Stan Parris, and Frank Wolf, 
I have decided, however, not to do so. To 
resume those fees would impose yet an- 
other financial burden upon thousands of 
hard-pressed Federal employees who have 
had only 4.8 percent increases in their pay. 

Many employees have limited access to 
public transportation and appreciate the 
flexibility and security of automobiles. I feel 
that energy conservation goals will not be 
affected by this decision, since existing car 
pool and van pool priorities at parking facil- 
ities will remain in effect. 


The President’s 
News Conference of 
December 17, 1981 





The President. Good afternoon. I have a 
statement which is being handed out, but I 
will read it for the sound media. 


The Situation in Poland 


All the information that we have confirms 
that the imposition of martial law in Poland 
has led to the arrest and confinement, in 
prisons and detention camps, of thousands 
of Polish trade union leaders and intellectu- 
als. Factories are being seized by security 
forces and workers beaten. 

These acts make plain there’s been a 
sharp reversal of the movement toward a 
freer society that has been underway in 
Poland for the past year and a half. Coer- 
cion and violation of human rights on a 
massive scale have taken the place of nego- 
tiation and compromise. All of this is in 


gross violation of the Helsinki Pact, to 
which Poland is a signatory. 

It would be naive to think this could 
happen without the full knowledge and the 
support of the Soviet Union. We’re not 
naive. We view the current situation in 
Poland in the gravest of terms, particularly 
the increasing use of force against an un- 
armed population and violations of the basic 
civil rights of the Polish people. 

Violence invites violence and threatens to 
plunge Poland into chaos. We call upon all 
free people to join in urging the Govern- 
ment of Poland to reestablish conditions 
that will make constructive negotiations 
and compromise possible. 

Certainly, it will be impossible for us to 
continue trying to help Poland solve its eco- 
nomic problems while martial law is im- 
posed on the people of Poland, thousands 
are imprisoned, and the legal rights of free 
trade unions—previously granted by the 
Government—are now denied. We've 
always been ready to do our share to assist 
Poland in overcoming its economic difficul- 
ties, but only if the Polish people are per- 
mitted to resolve their own problems free 
of internal coercion and outside interven- 
tion. 

Our Nation was born in resistance to arbi- 
trary power and has been repeatedly en- 
riched by immigrants from Poland and 
other great nations of Europe. So we feel a 
special kinship with the Polish people in 
their struggle against Soviet opposition to 
their reforms. 

The Polish nation, speaking through Soli- 
darity, has provided one of the brightest, 
bravest moments of modern history. The 
people of Poland are giving us an imperish- 
able example of courage and devotion to 
the values of freedom in the face of relent- 
less opposition. Left to themselves, the 
Polish people would enjoy a new birth of 
freedom. But there are those who oppose 
the idea of freedom, who are intolerant of 
national independence, and hostile to the 
European values of democracy and the rule 
of law. 

Two Decembers ago, freedom was lost in 
Afghanistan; this Christmas, it’s at stake in 
Poland. But the torch of liberty is hot. It 
warms those who hold it high. It burns 
those who try to extinguish it. 
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And now, the first question will come 
from Jim Gerstenzang of the Associated 
Press. 


Questions 


The Situation in Poland 


Q. Mr. President, with the ajparent, in 
your words, “Soviet involvement,” how will 
this affect our relations both with Poland in 
the future as a consequence and with the 
Soviet Union, including trade and arms 
talks? 

The President. Well, Jim, you’re getting 
into the area there that I just don’t feel that 
I can discuss—the area of initiatives and op- 
tions that might be available as conditions 
develop that we may not be able to foresee. 
So, I just am not going to answer questions 
or discuss what those initiatives might be or 
what our reaction might be. 

Q. If I could follow up, have you made it 
clear to the Soviet Union how there might 
be some impact? 

The President. Well, I think not only we, 
but our allies in Western Europe have 
made it very plain how seriously we will 
consider Russian intervention there. 


Israeli Annexation of the Golan Heights 


Q. Mr. President, there are repressions in 
other areas in the world. In recent days the 
newspapers have been filled with reports of 
oppressions by the Israelis in the occupied 
zones against the people there, even killing 
children, shooting and killing children, and 
annexing the Golan Heights. 

My question is, very simply, how can the 
American taxpayer in good conscience con- 
tinue to support aid to Isreal with arms and 
money under those circumstances? 

The President. Well, Helen [Helen 
Thomas, United Press International], we 
have no _ observation—or information, I 
should say, on any violence or anything 
that’s been happening there. 

Q. It’s been in the newspapers. 

The President. We have registered our 
disagreement and the fact that we do de- 
plore this unilateral action by Israel, which 
has increased the difficulty of seeking peace 
in the Middle East under the terms of the 
U.N. Resolutions 242 and 338. And we con- 
tinue to address them with the idea, hope- 
fully, that this action can be ameliorated. 
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Q. Mr. President, following up Helen 
Thomas’ question concerning the Israeli 
action on the Golan Heights, Mr. President, 
did you get any indications whatsoever 
from the Israelis that they were about to 
annex the Golan Heights before, indeed, 
they very quickly took that action and, sec- 
ondly, Mr. President, I was wondering what 
effect you felt this unilateral annexation will 
have on the Camp David peace process and 
your hopes for peace in that part of the 
world? 

The President. Well, I partially answered 
that with regard to the difficulties now with 
242 and 338. We were caught by surprise. 
This was done without any notification to 
us. But apparently, other than a few hours 
interruption, the peace process is going for- 
ward. Egypt and Israel are continuing to 
work on the subject of autonomy. And we 
still continue to be optimistic about the 
Middle East, although we recognize that 
difficulties can arise. 

Q. But, sir, doesn’t it make your job a 
little more difficult in trying to bring the 
parties there together? 

The President. Yes, {laughing] but then 
I’ve come to the conclusion that there is a 
world-wide plot to make my job more diffi- 
cult in almost any day that I go to the 
office. 

Yes, it is. It introduces a factor that has 
complicated things. 


States’ Rights and the Voting Rights Act 


Q. Mr. President, blacks perceive you as 
resurrecting states’ rights through your 
block grant programs without any guide- 
lines, and as being against affirmative 
action, and your wanting to prove intent in 
the Voting Rights Act. They see all of this 
as a setback to civil rights. Now, doesn’t this 
hurt the Republican Party as well as hurt- 
ing blacks? There was evidence in the Vir- 
ginia election. 

The President. Well, thank you very 
much. I have to say that I think this may be 
an impression that some are trying to give 
because they’re in disagreement with many 
of our policies, but I can assure you that this 
administration is decicated and devoted to 
the principle of civil rights. And in spite of 
the fact that I do believe in returning more 
to our system of federalism, recognizing 
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that there are functions that can be better 
performed at the State and local level, I 
recognize also that one of the prime re- 
sponsibilities of the Federal Government is 
to assure that not one single citizen in this 
country can be denied his or her constitu- 
tional rights without the Federal Govern- 
ment coming in and guaranteeing those 
rights. 

Q. I have a followup on that. You know 
blacks fought very hard and long to over- 
throw states’ rights. I’m from Virginia; we 
had a pretty tough time. And now, in your 
Voting Rights Act, you’re asking to prove 
intent. And when the Government testified 
before the African Affairs [Sub]committee 
on the investment proposal, it said that 
while the intent of this bill may be good, 
we cannot accept the effect. So, why, then? 
In some instances, you’re accepting the 
effect and disregarding the intent, and then 
vice versa. 

The President. No, we believe that the 
intent was a useful thing in that bill because 
there have been communities and areas of 
the country who have proven, without 
question, their total adherence to voting 
rights for all their people, and yet the diffi- 
culty of them then escaping the provisions 
of the law which impose a burden on them 
are still denied. 

Effect—to use that instead of intent—the 
effect rule could lead to the type of thing in 
which effect could be judged if there was 
some disproportion in the number of public 
officials who were elected at any govern- 
mental level, and so forth. And we don’t 
think that that was what the bill intended 
or that that would be a fair test. You could 
come down to where all of society had to 
have an actual quota system. 

Sam [Sam Donaldson, ABC News]. 


The Situation in Poland 


Q. Mr. President, there are reports today 
of killings in Poland and more violence. 
What do you think the people of Poland 
should do? Should they acquiesce quietly to 
this martial law? Should they resist it? And 
if they resist it, what help will the United 
States give them? 

The President. Well again, Sam, you're 
getting into the area that I’ve said I cannot 
discuss, of what our initiatives might be, 
what our options might be. I don’t think 


those should be discussed in advance of any 
need for action. We have the report, also, 
but we have no confirmation as yet with 
regard to today’s violence, and we're wait- 
ing to get that confirmation. 

Q. Well, sir, aren’t we letting the Rus- 
sians get away with it? With each passing 
day, aren’t they solidifying their position 
and in fact there’s nothing we can do about 
it? 

The President. No, we're not letting them 
get away with it, and I thought that I indi- 
cated that in my remarks. But again, you 
are leading in another way into the area 
that I just don’t feel would be proper for 
me to discuss. 


Libyan Assassination Squad 


Q. Mr. President, Jimmy Carter said that 
when he was in office he also was the sub- 
ject of perceived death threats from Libya, 
but he thought it was unwise to discuss it 
publicly. Can you tell us your reasoning 
behind making the charge public? And sec- 
ondly, sir, can you comment on the concern 
of some people that your dialog with Colo- 
nel Qadhafi has resulted largely in enhanc- 
ing his stature in the world? 

The President. Well, I haven’t had any 
dialog with Mr. Qadhafi, and we did not 
make it public. The news, claiming leaks 
from unidentified sources, made it public at 
a time when we had held this entire matter 
confidential and secret for a long time, be- 
cause we believed that we had a better op- 
portunity of apprehending any terrorists or 
terrorist squads if it were not made public. 
And so we're sorry that it was. And for 
anyone to suggest, as has been suggested 
lately, thet we had some reason for making 
this public, we don’t put that shoe on. And, 
as a matter of fact, we made an effort at 
one point to call in some leaders in the 
media and ask for their cooperation in re- 
straint in talk on this, and that then became 
the story on the news for that evening. 


Secretary of Labor Donovan 


Q. Mr. President, can you say at this 
point, despite the fact that you can’t com- 
ment about the investigation, whether you 
think it would be proper as a matter of 
principle for your Labor Secretary to take 
an administrative leave if a special prosecu- 
tor is appointed and, secondly, whether you 
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have sought some assurances from him that 
these allegations are not true? 

The President. The matter of appointing 
a special prosecutor under the present act is 
one that does not connote guilt or any evi- 
dence of wrongdoing. And therefore only 
under such circumstances as that maybe an 
individual would find they would not have 
time to perform their duties—and that is 
not true in the case of Secretary Donovan— 
I see no reason why they should step down 
while such a review is going forward. And, 
yes, I have had assurances that there is no 
ground to these charges. 

Q. Have you had assurances from the Sec- 
retary, sir? 

The President. What? 

Q. Have you had assurances from the Sec- 
retary that there are no grounds to these 
charges? 

The President. Yes. 


Syria and the Golan Heights 


Q. Mr. President, on the Golan Heights, 
do you believe that the Golan Heights 
should be returned to Syria, given Syria’s 
record of bombarding the Israeli farms for 
sO many years? 

The President. Well, now you are getting 
into the area of what is trying to be settled 
in the talks under 242 and 338 and the 
peace-making talks regarding all of the ter- 
ritory that might be held. And therefore, 
it’s not proper for me to comment on this. 
This is the very matter that’s being negoti- 
ated. 

Q. To follow that up, sir, your own opin- 
ion—did you ever object to the Arab 
legion’s occupation of the West Bank or the 
shelling of the Israeli farms? 

The President. Well, you’re going back a 
long way and it’s hard for me to remember 
what my position was. I know where I was 
during the Six Days War; I was in the Holly- 
wood Bowl at a mass meeting in support of 
Israel. And at that time, there were only 
two political figures or officeholders there 
that I recall—former Senator George 
Murphy, then a Senator, and myself as Gov- 
ernor of California. 


Balanced Budget and the Economy 

Q. Mr. President, during your campaign 
you didn’t use many “ifs” or “maybes” 
when you said that you would balance the 
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budget by 1983, possibly by 1982. Now with 
deficits of $100 billion possibly in store for 
the coming years, why shouldn’t the Ameri- 
can people judge your campaign promises 
as harshly as they did that of your predeces- 
sor? 

The President. Well, because in the first 
place, I said what was our goal, not a prom- 
ise. But when I first announced our eco- 
nomic plan—and this is when those dates 
were used—was in September of 1980 
during the campaign. The deterioriation in 
the economy was so great between Septem- 
ber and January that, taking office, we had 
to revise our own estimates and our own 
figures and plan. And I have confidence in 
our plan, that it is the right solution to the 
present problem. 

But again, like so many, we were caught. 
While we always said that the economy 
would be sluggish and soft for the balance 
of the year and into 1982, we did not fore- 
see a recession, and I don’t think anyone 
else did. But we also did not foresee the 
interest rates remaining at the extremely 
high level for as long as they did. And may 
I point out, those interest rates did not just 
get high under our administration. They 
were up at that pitch before we got here, 
higher than they’ve ever been since the 
War Between the States. And in the brief 
time that our program has been in effect, I 
have to point out that there’s every evi- 
dence that we are on the right track. 

Now, I will be the first to tell you that I 
think it’s highly unlikely that the budget 
could be now, in these new circumstances, 
could be balanced by 1984, which was our 
goal, the target that we were aiming at— 
difficult, because when you start predicting 
figures, a change of 1 percentage point in 
the unemployment rate can result in $25 
billion either way, depending whether it’s 
up or down in your estimated figures for a 
deficit. 

But the evidence that our program is suc- 
ceeding is the fact that since September, 
the interest rates have come down some 6 
or 6% points. Inflation has come down to 
single digit, when it had averaged 14 or it 
had averaged around 14 or better at the 
time that we took office. And we have cut 
the rate of increase in the cost of govern- 
ment just about in half. 
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Now, we believe that these are signs—the 
control of interest rates or bringing them 
down, the reducing of the percentage of 
gross national product that the government 
is taking out of the private sector—all of 
these things, we think, are on the path of 
what will cure this recession. We can’t do it 
instantly. You can’t undo in 11 weeks what 
it took several decades to create. 

But this is not a case of a broken promise. 
This is a case of circumstances beyond our 
control, whose foundation has been laid 
over the last several decades. 


Libyan Assassination Squad 


Q. Mr. President, I wonder if I could get 
back to a question on the Libyan hit squad. 
Yesterday, Senator Baker said that the 
chances of an assassination attempt on you 
by this hit squad have been diminished. I 
wonder, sir, is that true and, secondly, is 
this hit squad still on the loose? 

The President. Well, I understand that 
words come out from the Senator’s office— 
that he did not have any intelligence infor- 
mation that would give rise to such a state- 
ment or such an assumption. Now, maybe 
he was giving an opinion and believed that 
things are cooling down a little bit. 

I think it would be very foolish of us to 
relax any of the security measures. And I 
can only tell all of you that our information 
on this entire matter has come from not 
one but several widespread sources, and we 
have complete confidence in it, and that 
the threat was real. 


The Situation in Poland 


Q. Mr. President, I don’t want to really 
just re-ask the same question, but I think 
it’s something that is on the public’s mind. 
What prospect do you see that the Soviet 
Union could become involved militarily in 
Poland, and that consequently the United 
States could have to have some kind of mili- 
tary involvement, tooP Should we be re- 
laxed about it or concerned about it? 

The President. We are concerned about 
it, and beyond that, again, I can’t say as to 
initiatives. And we have in no unmistakable 
terms, with our allies, let the Soviet Union 
know how the free world would view and 
how seriously we would take any overt in- 
terference or military interference in 
Poland. 


Justice Department Investigations of 
Administration Officials 


Q. Mr. President, you said that you didn’t 
see any reason for Secretary Donovan to 
step down if a special prosecutor is named 
because the appointment of a special pros- 
ecutor doesn’t necessarily mean that he’s 
guilty. 

But I’m wondering, sir, that—it’s not only 
Secretary Donovan *who’s under investiga- 
tion by the Justice Department, but also the 
CIA Director, Mr. Casey, and your National 
Security Adviser, Mr. Allen. And I’m won- 
dering that—regardless of whether, eventu- 
ally, we find out these men engaged in any 
wrongdoing or not—if you think that the 
fact that you’re not taking action to disasso- 
ciate them from your administration is 
going to hurt your administration or hurt 
your ability to lead? 

The President. 1 believe in the fairness of 
the American people. And I believe that in 
recent years, there’s been a very dangerous 
tendency in this country for some to jump 
to the conclusion that accusation meant 
guilt and conviction. And I think it is high 
time we recognized that any individual is 
innocent until proven guilty of any wrong- 
doing, and that’s what we’re going to do. 

I think that I cheated over here. [Refer- 
ring to Bill Groody, Mutual Broadcasting 
System] I had recognized you and someone 
else took the place, and I kind of nodded 
that you’d be next, and I forgot about that. 


The Situation in Poland 


Q. In your statement on Poland, I was 
wondering, you seemed to imply that there 
will be no more food shipments or other 
aids to Poland until martial law ends. Is that 
the intent? 

The President. 1 can only say with regard 
to that—and again, we’re getting danger- 
ously close to initiatives—we have suspend- 
ed the shipments that we were going to 
make, because those were intended [as], 
and we’ve had quite a record of, humanitar- 
ian aid to the people of Poland. We’d like to 
continue that. But under the present cir- 
cumstances, we cannot go forward with that 
if it can be used by the Government as a 
measure to further oppress and control the 
people of Poland. So, we’ve suspended such 
shipments. 
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Libyan Assassination Squad 


Q. Mr. President, there’s been a report 
recently that that so-called Libyan assassina- 
tion squad was not really under the sponsor- 
ship of Mr. Qadhafi but that they were 
Shiite Moslems who themselves were op- 
posed to Mr. Qadhafi and, secondly, that 
the U.S. Government paid the informers or 
at least one of them, a quarter of a million 
dollars for his information. Can you confirm 
those reports? And are you still determined 
to go ahead with the evacuation of Ameri- 
can citizens from Libya? 

The President. 1 cannot confirm—I know 
nothing of anything of the kind that you 
said or that they are not the terrorist groups 
that we were led to believe they were. As I 
said, I’m confident of our information. I 
don’t know anything about anyone being 
paid or not. 

And the last part of your question was?— 
oh, the American people. Here again, I 
regret very much the disrupting of their 
lives, and I know that they probably had 
the greatest relationship with the people of 
Libya, their own friends. and neighbors that 
surrounded them, and their fellow workers. 
But also, our information was such that it 
would have been irresponsible for us to not 
think forward to a possible hazard for them 
as this situation developed, and we didn’t 
have any choice. The only choice we had 
was that if we didn’t do what we have 
done, there could have come a moment in 
which you all would have been asking me, 
“Why were we so irresponsible”? 


U.S.-Soviet Relations 


Q. Mr. President, during the campaign 
and in the early months in office, you used 
harsh, even strident terms to criticize the 
Soviet Union’s policies and positions on any 


number of issues. But last month, you 
turned statesman in your message to the 
Russians about negotiating deployment of 
missiles. And last week, you intentionally 
used words about the situation in Poland 
that wouldn’t rouse the Russian Bear, so to 
speak. Should these alterations be inter- 
preted as a change in tactics, or should they 
be interpreted as a softening in your policy 
towards Moscow? 

The President. No. If I may remind you, 
in the first press conference that I held, 
over across the street in the Executive 
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Office Building, I did not volunteer any in- 
formation about the Soviet Union; I was 
asked a question. And I answered the ques- 
tion to the best of my ability. And I think 
you will find that the teachings of Marxist- 
Leninism confirm what I said. And at that 
time, what I spelled out was that they rec- 
ognize as immoral only those things which 
would delay or interfere with the spread of 
socialism and that otherwise, anything that 
furthers socialism is moral. 

Now, I didn’t set out to talk harshly about 
them. I just told the truth, and it’s what 
Harry Truman said it was once for some 
people when they hear the truth. 


Budget Deficits and Tax Cuts 


Q. Mr. President, some of the supply-side 
economists have been saying lately that 
budget deficits don’t matter, at least the 
size of the budget deficit doesn’t matter. 
Some of your aides refer to you as the 
supply-side mole in the White House. I’m 
wondering if you agree that the size of the 
Federal deficit doesn’t really matter to an 
economic recovery, and how large a deficit 
are you willing to swallow in the fiscal 83 
budget? 

The President. Again—and I think that 
those economists who were quoted as 
saying that, what they were trying to ex- 
plain was not that a deficit is all right, and 
not that we shouldn’t continue a program 
to eventually to get us back, as I’ve said, 
within our means, but the important thing 
is whether you are following a program, 
consistent program that will get us there; 
not whether changing conditions, such as 
we've had now with this recession, have 
delayed the day by which you can do this. 

You have two lines that must converge. 
And they are the line of increase of govern- 
ment spending, the line of normal increase 
in government revenues; an increase that is 
regulated by the growth of the economy, 
increase in prosperity, not by increasing the 
rates. 

And we are embarked, and the figures 
indicate that we are achieving this, even 
though we've had a cut in the tax rates. It is 
that cut which is going to stimulate the pro- 
ductivity. And I think what they’re pointing 
out is, you can balance the budget by rob- 
bing the people, by imposing a punitive tax 
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system on the people which maybe once 
will give you the benefits you want, but 
then you will also find you’ve torpedoed 
your economy, and you go right back into 
recession and lack of productivity and so 
forth, because of what you're doing. 

The only proper way to balance the 
budget is through control of government 
spending, which we haven’t had for some 
30-odd years or more, and increasing pros- 
perity and productivity for all. And that’s 
what our program has aimed to do, and I 
have every confidence it is going to do it. 


Decontrol of Natural Gas 


Q. Mr. President, back to your statement 
about the recession and circumstances 
beyond your control. I’m from Buffalo, 
where the unemployment rate is even 
higher than the national average because of 
steel and autos. I’d like to ask you about 
something under your control. The people 
there are most concerned now, in the cold 
months, about the prospect of decontrol of 
natural gas and estimates that it could 
double, triple, or even quadruple their fuel 
bills in the winter. I’m wondering if, in light 
of the recession that you might reconsider 
the idea of decontrolling natural gas? 

The President. Well, we haven’t made a 
decision on that as yet. But let me also 
point out that everybody seemed to think 
the same thing would happen to the price 
of gasoline if we decontrolled oil. We de- 
controlled oil and the only increase that 
took place, and that was temporary, was 
one because of a, at the same time, a cur- 
rent increase in OPEC oil prices, and it 
only amounted to a few cents. 

Now, I happen to believe in accelerating 
the decontrol of natural gas. It is scheduled 
to be decontrolled a few years down the 
road. I think that there might be advan- 
tages in accelerating that. I also find it diffi- 
cult to believe that the price would double 
or triple or quadruple, because the price 
that the retail buyer of natural gas pays, 
only 15 percent of that has to do with the 
gas itself. The rest of that bill—I think you'll 
find these figures are correct—is made up 
of the processing, the transportation, the 
delivery of the gas to the house, and that 
would not be affected by a change in the 
wellhead price of the gas. 


Q. Well, just to follow up, you say there 
are some advantages in accelerating. What 
are they to the consumers? 

The President. In the longrun, to the con- 
sumer, they’re the same thing they were 
with regard to oil, that you stimulate the 
production of natural gas to the point that 
competition then—which has always been 
the thing that brings prices down—that 
competition enters the arena. And with a 
greater supply competing for customers, 
the price comes down. 

Now, the gentleman right there and then 
the young lady behind him. 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Staying 
with natural gas, if you do accelerate the 
decontrol, do you plan to go with options 
your advisers are now discussing to tax it 
and possibly raise any other taxes to help 
balance the budget or at least to hold down 
spending? And there’s a second part to that. 
Can you now promise the American people 
and the American businesses that they, the 
tax cuts they just got, will not be pulled 
back or somehow delayed? 

The President. 1 sure can promise the 
American people that. And I think you all 
should know that I have met with some of 
the leading managers of investment firms in 
the United States. I have met with our 
Council of Economic Advisers that crosses 
the spectrum; Milton Friedman, George 
Schultz, Arthur Burns returned from Ger- 
many briefly for this, Alan Greenspan, 
Arthur Laffer, Paul McCracken, any 
number. I should stop because I know I 
won’t name them all, and I apologize to 
them for that. All of them are of a single 
mind with me: We stick with our tax pro- 
gram; we go forward with the reduction in 
tax rates. And I have no plans for increasing 
taxes in any way. 

Q. Can I follow up—— 


The President. Everybody has a follow 
up. [Laughter] 

Q. ——on the oil decontrol tax. Do you 
now state that you will not increase or 
impose a tax on decontrolled natural gas? 

The President. I'm saying that my consid- 
eration of the decontrol of natural gas is on 
decontrol only. 
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Air Traffic Controllers 


Q. Mr. President, it’s the season to be 
jolly and I wonder if you might reconsider 
hiring the air controllers to get travel in 
this country back on line? You did let them 
go back to work for the Federal Govern- 
ment, and it seems a bit ludicrous that they 
can’t go into their own trained field. Would 
you reconsider? 

The President. | think that the conduct or 
the plan that we’ve had and what we have 
done is correct. There is a law that those 
who were fired under some kind of a cloud 
cannot seek Federal employment for 3 years. 
We did ask for the waiver on that. We 
thought that was unnecessary—the pressure 
that they should not have. And that was 
waived. 

With regard to any of them coming back, 
I think our first obligation is to those who 
stayed in the towers and who have kept the 
planes flying. But a number of the controi- 
lers have, under the civil service regula- 
tions, appealed their firing. And I suppose it 
is possible that some may win their appeals 
and thus would go back. So, that is the pro- 
cedure and other than that, why, I can’t 
comment. 

Q. Mr. President—— 

The President. What? 

Q. Which one of us? 

The President. Him, and than I'll take 
you. [Referring to Bill Plante, CBS News:] I 
was pointing to you. 

I must have the worst-aimed finger in the 
world. [Laughter] That’s because Mama 
taught me not to point. [Laughter] 


National Security Adviser to the President 


Q. Mr. President, can you say unequivo- 
cally that if Richard Allen is cleared in the 
investigation by the Justice Department 
that he will be rehired or reappointed to his 
position? And are you considering changing 
the role of your National Security Adviser 
so that the reports he gives you on foreign 
policy, as well as those from the State De- 
partment, come directly to you instead of 
being filtered through your Big Three? 

The President. Well, the answer to the 
first question is that I can’t and won't 
answer while an investigation is in process. 
I'm not going to comment in any way on 
that. 
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On the second, it’s not just a particular 
department. At about this stage, when 
you're new here and have put together an 
administration and it’s been a very busy 
one—and I must say a most successful one 
with regard to what we have obtained. Vir- 
tually all of our campaign promises have 
been kept with regard to cutting spending, 
lowering tax rates, eliminating useless regu- 
lations, for the first time in a few decades 
putting into operation a strategic defense 
program that I think is adequate to our 
needs—all of these things, including last 
night’s farm bill, we have manged to do. 
And at the same time, I think you’ve come 
to a pause like this where you review your 
processes and see where—not only just one 
agency or department but all of them— 
where you can facilitate things, where you 
can perhaps loosen something that might 
have been a bottleneck. I still haven’t found 
an answer to leaks. But this kind of a 
review is going on, yes, but not only of one 
agency, but several. 


Affirmative Action Programs 


Q. Mr. President, do you agree with Wil- 
liam Bradford Reynolds in the Civil Rights 
Division of the Justice Department that the 
Weber decision, which allowed firms to 
conduct voluntary affirmative action, that 
that decision should be overturned? And if 
you do agree with him, why do you agree 
with him? 

The President. 1 have to confess to you, 
just to throw the thing at me—the Weber 
decision: I can’t bring that to mind as to 
what it pertains to and what it calls for. 

Q. It’s a decision ruled on by the Su- 
preme Court, which allows specifically—in 
that particular case, it was a labor union 
and a firm which entered into a voluntary 
agreement to conduct affirmative action 
programs for training minorities and 
moving them up in the work force. William 
Bradford Reynolds, the Assistant Attorney 
General for Civil Rights, said that that deci- 
sion should be overturned and that he was 
looking for future Supreme Court cases in 
which that decision could be overturned. 
Apparently that was—— 

The President. Well, if this is something 
that simply allows the training and the 
bringing up so there are more opportunities 





Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1981 / Dec. 17 


for them, in voluntary agreement between 
the union and management, I can’t see any 
fault with that. I’m for that. 


Q. Mr. President, I want to get back 
to-—— 


[At this point, Ms. Thomas signaled the end 
of the news conference. | 


Q.——if I may, Helen? 

The President. Are you 
[Laughter] 

Ms. Thomas. Yes. 

The President. All right. Helen says she’ll 
let you. [Laughter] 


Budget Deficits and Inefficient 
Government Programs 


letting him? 


Q. I’m sorry. The second part of Tom 
DeFrank’s question, I don’t believe you an- 
swered, which had to do with how much of 
a budget deficit you are willing to swallow. 
Specifically, are you willing to accept a 
1982 deficit of about $100 billion and per- 
haps that high in 1983 rather than ask for 
higher taxes? 

The President. | thought I had answered 
it by saying that I don’t believe that in all 
the figures that are being kicked around, 
number one, I don’t believe that anyone 
could make a proper estimate of that, but I 
also don’t believe that that is the goal, to 
simply set a figure and say you try to reach 
it. 

The goal is the one that I outlined in my 
answer about making progress in the reduc- 
tion of the rate of increase in government 
spending and so forth. And we’re dedicated 
to that. 

I don’t think that there’s any way that 
you could say what you would be satisfied 
with. The goal has to be this: That you elim- 
inate every bit of unnecessary spending 
that you can, with an—unnecessary—that 
you do not, in pursuit, just single-minded 
pursuit of reducing the deficit, eliminate 
functions which would find the Govern- 
ment being irresponsible and not perform- 
ing the services that it is supposed to per- 
form for the people. And so this has to be 
your watchword and, in maintaining those 
essential services at the same time that you 
seek to control the other kind of spending. 

And may I point out that with no regard 
to the budget or budget figures, we have 
had a commission for 6 months tied in with 


the Inspectors General, and I believe it was 
yesterday that I tried to—no, yesterday was 
social security and I didn’t see much of that, 
either. You had other things in your mind. 

But a few days ago, I announced that 
these Inspectors General, in these first 6 
months, have saved $2 billion. They have 
found 8,500 social security recipients who 
are still receiving grants and have been 
dead for an average of almost 7 years. And 
that has been eliminated. And we’re going 
nationwide in the pursuit of this kind of 
investigation. 

Now, those are the type of things that 
you can’t, in advance, put in the budget 
and say, “We’ll meet this figure in the 
budget because we’re going to do this.” No, 
these are the things that you, at the end of 
the year, or 6 months, as they came in with 
their 6-month report. They also found quite 
a number, several hundred black lung re- 
cipients who have also been dead for sever- 
al years but are continuing to receive their 
payments. 

And I think that there is a wealth of sav- 
ings out there that are to be made in this 
particular area. But, again, this is the 
danger of saying, “Well, I'll settle for this or 
settle for that.” I just don’t think anyone 
knows. 

And I’m very heartened by the fact that 
Alice Rivlin, the economist with the Con- 
gressional Budget Office, has said that our 
program is going to show results and a 
growth in the economy and recovery next 
year. 

Helen has told me I’ve got to get out. 

Ms. Thomas. Thank you. 


Note: The President’s sixth news conference 
began at 2 p.m. in the East Room at the 
White House. It was broadcast live on radio 
and television. 


Situation in Zimbabwe 





Letter to the Chairmen of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee and the House 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 

December 17, 1981 





Dear Mr. Chairman: 
In accordance with the provisions of Sec- 
tion 720 of the International Security and 
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Development Cooperation Act of 1980, I 
am submitting the following report on the 
internal situation in Zimbabwe. 


One of the more significant events to 
take place since the submission of the last 
Report to the Congress was the unanimous 
decision handed down by the Zimbabwe 
Supreme Court which held that the War 
Victims Act, introduced shortly after 
independence to replace the Victims of 
Terrorism Act, was constitutional. The 
latter Act had been introduced by the 
former government to encourage commer- 
cial farmers to stay in the country by pro- 
viding compensation in the event they suf- 
fered property damage as a result of mili- 
tary action. The new law which provides for 
relief only in case of death or injury, but 
not property loss, was enacted because of 
government’s fear of being financially over- 
whelmed by new claims for compensation— 
loss of cattle by peasant farmers for exam- 
ple—which would have had to be honored 
under the old Act. This landmark decision 
was precipitated by a suit in which the 
plaintiff argued that application of the War 
Victims Act constituted an unconstitutional 
acquisition by the government of property 
(a claim for compensation that had occurred 
under the old Act) without adequate com- 
pensation. 

This court case, like the one in which 
former Cabinet Minister Edgar Tekere was 
acquitted, again demonstrated the 
government’s resolve to adhere to the Lan- 
caster House Constitution and to the due 
process of law. Owing to the importance of 
this case the government selected a re- 
nowned South African attorney to represent 
it in the proceedings. 

Some whites will no doubt see the Court’s 
decision as eroding the protection of their 
property rights. This in turn, will lead to 
increased speculation on the part of many 
that the stage has now been set for the 
government to deprive large land owners of 
their property and give it to squatters. Any 
such government action, however, would 
clearly constitute an unjustifiable extension 
of the precedent in this case and would 
directly conflict with explicit constitutional 
prohibitions against the acquisition and re- 


distribution of land without adequate com- 
pensation. 

On the economic side the agricultural 
sector continues to lead the field in terms of 
output and is followed by construction and 
retail sales. The government, however, is 
still faced with a difficult balance of pay- 
ment situation and foreign exchange defi- 
ciencies, and there are still serious shortages 
of skilled and experienced manpower. 

Zimbabwe's banking and financial institu- 
tions have repeatedly demonstrated the 
ability to adapt to changed circumstances. 
They have continued to do so since 
independence and the phenomenon is evi- 
denced by the speed with which these insti- 
tutions have taken advantage of recent op- 
portunities to participate in international 
arrangements with foreign banks. Mainly 
because of government’s strict management 
of its external debt and its tight-fisted 
spending policies, Western banking institu- 
tions have come to regard Zimbabwe as one 
of the more creditworthy countries in 
Africa. Citibank recently became the 
second U.S. bank to open an office in Salis- 
bury. 

After hitting record lows the Zimbabwe 
stock market, long considered one of the 
key indexes of business confidence in the 
country, is presently enjoying a modest re- 
covery. This development was probably 
triggered by increases in fuel supplies and 
the prospects for considerable improve- 
ments in economic and commercial rela- 
tions with South Africa, which continues to 
be Zimbabwe’s main trading partner. The 
realization by the government that the 
country has attracted very little foreign in- 
vestment since independence and the re- 
sulting efforts to create a more favorable 
investment climate could be strong catalysts 
for restoring investor confidence in the 
future of private enterprise in Zimbabwe. 
This in turn, could lead to the long-term 
recovery of the stock market. 

Politically, it appears that post-election 
euphoria is beginning to wane, and with it, 
some of ZANU’s early popularity. The 
government’s very deliberate and pragmat- 
ic approach to land resettlement and the 
rising cost of living are primarily responsi- 
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ble for much of the criticism being directed 
at it. The government, believing that it is 
being judged too harshly, is sensitive to 
criticism and has shown little tolerance for 
its critics, Ian Smith and Bishop Abel Mu- 
zorewa in particular. 

A recently introduced order requiring 
prior notification to the Minister of Home 
Affairs of the intent to hold public political 
gatherings has the potential for seriously re- 
stricting the opposition’s ability to present 
dissenting views. The Minister of Home Af- 
fairs, acting on the strength of this new 
measure, recently refused permission for a 
Muzorewa-sponsored rally to be held in Bu- 
lawayo, but granted permission to ZANU- 
PF and ZAPU, partners in the government 
coalition, to hold political meetings in Bula- 
wayo on the same day. This order was also 
recently cited as justification for preventing 
ZAPU-oriented youth from carrying out a 
demonstration in support of the anniversary 
of the Soviet revolution. 

These new restrictive measures appear 
unwarranted unless there is evidence not 
yet made public that Prime Minister 
Mugabe’s government is being more threat- 
ened than it appears to be by opposition 
politicians. From all outward appearances, 
the Prime Minister is still firmly in control 
and the. threat of political instability contin- 
ues to diminish. 

Prime Minister Mugabe has continued to 
take steps to reassure the whites by reaf- 
firming his commitment to reconciliation 
and by stressing the point thet Zimbabwe's 
brand of socialism would not be built on the 
basis of destroying the present economic in- 
frastructure, but by preserving that struc- 
ture. At the same time, however, he does 
not hesitate to castigate those whites who, 
according to him, have not changed their 
negative racial attitudes. His decision to fire 
Health Minister Herbert Ushewokunze, 
considered one of the more provocatively 
radical Cabinet members, has been a signifi- 
cant boost to white morale. 

The exercise designed to integrate the 
two former guerrilla armies and the former 
Rhodesian forces into a single army, which 
was organized and directed by the British, 
has been successfully completed. The entire 
operation took 18 months and involved ap- 


proximately 58,000 troops. The success of 
this operation reflects credit on the British, 
Prime Minister Mugabe, Joshua Nkomo and 
the white leadership of the former Rhode- 
sian forces. It has also laid to rest the prob- 
lem of force amalgamation which was one 
of the most intractable issues in the Anglo- 
American and Lancaster House settlement 
efforts. 

Prime Minister Mugabe continues to view 
a Namibian settlement as an urgent issue, 
and he has stated publicly that Zimbabwe 
supports recent Contact Group efforts to 
bring about independence. Zimbabwe’s bal- 
anced position on key regional issues is im- 
portant to us in seeking a Namibian settle- 
ment and pursuing other U.S. objectives in 
Africa. 

Sincerely, 

Ronald Reagan 


Note: This is the text of identical letters 
addressed to Senator Charles H. Percy, 
chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee, and Representative Clement J. 
Zablocki, chairman of the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee. 


Christmas Pageant of Peace 





Remarks on Lighting the National 
Community Christmas Tree. 
December 17, 1981 





Ladies and gentlemen and fellow Ameri- 
cans: 

This is a wonderful occasion, an annual 
occasion here in Washington; when we turn 
on the Nation’s Christmas tree. 

Christmas, of course, is, I think for all of 
us, is a time of memories of our own child- 
hood, of our children, grandchildren—but 
anyway, it is a time of children. And so, 
here tonight we’re surrounded by children, 
I’m happy to say, here in the East Room of 
the White House. 

Maybe it’s fitting that children should be 
here and that Christmas is a time for chil- 
dren, because the man whose birthday we 
celebrate in this season came to us the 
Prince of Peace, not in a chariot, but as a 
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babe in a manger. I know there are some 
whe celebrate this day, the Christmas Day, 
as the birthday of a great teacher and phi- 
losopher. To others of us, he is more than 
that; he is also divine. But to all of us, he 
taught us the way that we could have peace 
on Earth and good will to men, and that is 
if we would do unto others as we would 
have others do unto us. 

Now, this button here and this box has 
been used for turning on the national 
Christmas tree since 1923, I believe it was, 
when President Coolidge first did it. It 
didn’t always get turned on here in the 
White House. Sometimes it was outdoors 
and down where the tree is and sometimes 
it wasn’t even in Washington. Harry 
Truman turned the tree on once with this 
same switch from Independence, Missouri. 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt turned it on at 
times from Hyde Park. But it’s going to be 
turned on here from Washington. 

I had hoped that—in fact, I one day said 
that our grandchild, Cameron Michael, 
might be able to push the button, but he’s 
3,000 miles away. All these children are 
here, and I couldn’t pick one of them out of 
all of this number to push the button, so I’m 
going to have to do it myself. 

And in doing it, we all know that this 
Christmas is not as happy for some Ameri- 
cans as it could be, not as happy for some 
people out in other parts of the world. 
We've had other Christmases in our land— 
the first one when we were a nation in 
1976 [1776], and Washington led his men 
across the Delaware River in a battle that 
set the stage for our independence. And 
legend has it that the path of their march 
through the snow was one of blood-stained 
footprints. But we shall live with the hope 
and the promise of the man of Galilee that 
Christmases will be better and that we will 
have peace and good will among men. 

And now—{ pressing the button|—the tree 
is lighted. 

Do you want to look around and you can 
see the tree over there on the monitor? 
There it is. All lighted up. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:40 p.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. 
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Kidnaping of Brigadier General James 
Dozier 





Excerpt From an Informal Exchange With 
Reporters. December 18, 1981 





Q. Mr. President, can we do anything to 
try to find General Dozier and free him 
from the Red Brigades? 

The President. Well, | think that every- 
thing is being done that can be done. This 
is, I think, a terrible situation. And it’s a 
most frustrating situation, because I would 
like to be able to stand sometime—I’m sure 
that we all would—and say to the people 
that do these things, they are cowardly 
bums. They aren’t heroes, they don’t have a 
cause that justifies what they’re doing. 
They’re cowards. They wouldn’t have the 
guts to stand up to anyone individually in 
any kind of a fair contest. And I think it is— 
well, I can’t say any more than that. 

Yes, we’re doing everything we can. 


Note: The exchange began at approximately 
12:30 p.m. as the President was beginning a 
luncheon meeting with American auto- 
mobile industry representatives in the Cabi- 
net Room at the White House. 


Interstate Commerce Commission 





Nomination of J. J. Simmons III To Be a 
Member. December 18, 1981 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate J. J. Simmons III to be a 
member of the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission for the remainder of the term ex- 
piring December 31, 1985. He would suc- 
ceed Thomas A. Trantum. 

Since 1970 Mr. Simmons has been vice 
president, government relations, Amerada 
Hess Corp., New York, N.Y. He was Admin- 
istrator, Oil Import Administration, Depart- 
ment of the Interior, in 1969-70; Deputy 
Administrator, Oil Import Administrator, in 
1968-69; Assistant Director, Office of Oil 
and Gas, Department of the Interior, in 
1961-68; and vice president, secretary- 





treasurer, Geologist Simmons Royalty Co., 
Muskogee, Okla., in 1949-61. 

He graduated from St. Louis University 
(B.S., 1949) and attended the University of 
Detroit. He is married, has five children, 
and resides in Scotch Plains, N.J. He was 
born March 26, 1925, in Muskogee, Okla. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President's 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 
in this issue. 





December 13 

The President returned to the White 
House from Camp David, Md. 

The President met at the White House 
with the Vice President and members of 
the White House staff to discuss the situa- 
tion in Poland. 


December 14 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—Paul A. Volcker, Chairman of the Board 
of Directors, Federal Reserve System, 
Secretary of the Treasury Donald T. 
Regan, and members of the White 
House staff; 

—members of the American Legislative 
Exchange Council; 

—Archbishop Pio Laghi, Apostolic Dele- 
gate to the United States, William A. 
Wilson, Personal Representative of the 
President to the Holy See, and repre- 
sentatives of the academic community, 
who presented the President with a 
study on nuclear arms; 

—the Vice President, Secretary of State 
Alexander M. Haig, Jr., and members of 
the White House staff, to discuss the 
situation in Poland. 

The White House announced that the 
President designated T. Timothy Ryan, Jr., 
Solicitor for the Department of Labor, to 
serve as a member of the Board of Direc- 
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tors of the Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation. 

The President and Mrs. Reagan hosted a 
Christmas party for members of the White 
House press corps on the State Floor of the 
White House. 


December 15 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—a group of Republican Members of the 
House of Representatives; 

—members of the White House staff and 
officials from the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration and the En- 
vironmental Protection Agency to dis- 
cuss the fiscal year 1983 budget; 

—Agostino Cardinal Casaroli, Secretary of 
State of the Vatican City State, the Vice 
President, Secretary Haig, Archbishop 
Laghi, and Mr. Wilson; 

—the Presidential Advisory Committee 
on Federalism; 

—the Cabinet Council on Natural Re- 
sources and the Environment to discuss 
the Department of Energy; 

—Gov. Richard A. Snelling of Vermont. 

The President and Mrs. Reagan hosted a 

Christmas party for members of the White 
House press corps on the State Floor of the 
White House. 

The President transmitted to the Con- 

gress the following reports: 

—the 15th annual report on the Auto- 
motive Products Trade Act for calendar 
year 1980; 

—the 1980 Aeronautics 
Report; 

—the annual report on Pipeline Safety for 
calendar year 1980; 

—the llth annual report on Hazardous 
Materials Transportation for calendar 
year 1980. 


and Space 


December 16 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—members of the White House staff; 
—Governor-elect Thomas H. Kean of 
New Jersey; 
—leaders of the Associated General Con- 
tractors of America; 
—Charles H. Price II, U.S. Ambassador to 
Belgium. 
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The President and Mrs. Reagan hosted a 
Christmas party for Members of Congress 
on the State Floor of the White House. 

The President transmitted to the Con- 
gress the 12th annual report of the National 
Science Board for calendar year 1979 and 
the 13th annual report of the National Sci- 
ence Board for 1980. 


December 17 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—members of the White House staff and 
officials from the Department of 
Energy to discuss the fiscal year 1983 
budget; 

—Representatives Marjorie S. Holt of 
Maryland and Stan Parris and Frank R. 
Wolf of Virginia, to discuss parking fees 
for Federal employees. 

The President announced the recess ap- 
pointments of the following three persons 
as members of the Federal Election Com- 
mission: 

Joan D. Aikens, nominated on November 24. She 
would succeed Vernon W. Thomson. 
Lee Ann Elliott, nominated on November 24. 

She would succeed Joan D. Aikens. 

Danny Lee McDonald, nominated on December 

14. He would succeed Robert O. Tiernan. 


The President announced the recess ap- 
pointment of Herbert E. Ellingwood as a 
member and Chairman of the Merit Sys- 
tems Protection Board. 


December 18 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—Lane Kirkland, president of the AFL- 
CIO, and Secretary Haig; 

—members of the White House staff and 
officials from the Department of De- 
fense to discuss the fiscal year 1983 
budget; 

—House Minority Leader Robert H. 
Michel and Representatives Barber B. 
Conable, Jr., of New York, Delbert L. 
Latta of Ohio, Jack F. Kemp of New 
York, Richard Cheney of Wyoming, and 
Jack Edwards of Alabama, to discuss the 
fiscal year 1983 budget and 1982 legis- 
lative initiatives; 

—the National Security Council; 
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—Senate Majority Leader Howard H. 
Baker, Jr., and Senator Paul Laxalt of 
Nevada, to discuss the fiscal year 1983 
budget and 1982 legislative initiatives; 

—Senators Baker, Laxalt, Pete V. Domen- 
ici of New Mexico, Robert Dole of 
Kansas, and Mark O. Hatfield of 
Oregon, to discuss the fiscal year 1983 
budget and 1982 legislative initiatives. 

The President announced the recess ap- 
pointment of Cathie A. Shattuck as a 
member of the Equal Employment Oppor- 
tunity Commission. She would succeed 
Ethel Bent Walsh. 

The White House announced that Presi- 
dent Mohamed Hosni Mubarak of Egypt 
has accepted the invitation of President 
Reagan to make a state visit to Washington 
beginning on February 3. The President 
and Mrs. Reagan look forward to welcoming 
the President and Mrs. Mubarak on behalf 
of all Americans on that occasion. The visit 
will underscore the continuity of the broad 
and profound relations between the two 
countries and the friendship of our two peo- 
ples. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted December 14 


Danny Lee McDonald, 

of Oklahoma, to be a member of the Feder- 
al Election Commission for a term expiring 
April 30, 1987, vice Robert O. Tiernan, 
term expired. 


Kenneth E. Moffett, 

of Maryland, to be Federal Mediation and 
Conciliation Director, vice Wayne L. Hor- 
vitz, resigned. 


Herbert E. Ellingwood, 
of California, to be a member of the Merit 
Systems Protection Board for the remainder 
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of the term expiring March 1, 1986, vice 
Ruth T. Prokop, resigned. 


Herbert E. Ellingwood, 

of California, to be Chairman of the Merit 
Systems Protection Board, vice Ruth T. 
Prokop, resigned. 


Submitted December 15 


John R. Bolton, 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Administrator 
of the Agency for International Develop- 
ment, vice Alexander Shakow, resigned. 


Otto J. Reich, 

of Virginia, to be an Assistant Administrator 
of the Agency for International Develop- 
ment, vice Abelardo Lopez Valdez. 


James Jay Jackson, 

of Texas, to be a member of the Federal 
Home Loan Bank Board for the remainder 
of the term expiring June 30, 1982, vice 
John H. Dalton, resigned. 


Submitted December 16 


Alan C. Nelson, 

of California, to be Commissioner of Immi- 
gration and Naturalization, vice Leonel J. 
Castillo, resigned. 


George L. McBane, 

of North Carolina, to be United States Mar- 
shal for the Middle District of North Caroli- 
na for the term of 4 years, vice George L. 
Miller, term expired. 


Stuart E. Earnest, 

of Oklahoma, to be United States Marshal 
for the Western District of Oklahoma for 
the term of 4 years, vice Coy W. Rogers, 
resigning. 


William J. Jonas, Jr., 

of Texas, to be United States Marshal for 
the Western District of Texas for the term 
of 4 years, vice Rodolfo A. Garza, term ex- 
pired. 
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Eugene H. Davis, 

of Utah, to be United States Marshal for the 
District of Utah for the term of 4 years, vice 
William E. Pitt, resigned. 


Christian Hansen, Jr., 

of Vermont, to be United States Marshal for 
the District of Vermont for the term of 4 
years, vice Earle B. McLaughlin, term ex- 
pired. 





Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 





The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released December 15 


Statement: 
Approval of H.J. Res. 370, continuing reso- 
lution for fiscal year 1982 appropriations (as 
read by the President at the bill signing 
ceremony) 


Released December 16 


Statement: 

Establishment of the National Commission 
on Social Security Reform (as read to re- 
porters by the President) 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the National Commission 
on Social Security Reform—by Alan Green- 
span, Chairman of the Commission 


Announcement: 

Nominations of Eugene H. Davis to be 
United States Marshal for the District of 
Utah, Stuart E. Earnest to be United States 
Marshal for the Western District of Oklaho- 
ma, Christian Hansen, Jr., to be United 
States Marshal for the District of Vermont, 
William J. Jonas, Jr., to be United States 
Marshal for the Western District of Texas, 
and George L. McBane to be United States 
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Marshal for the Middle District of North 
Carolina 


Released December 17 

Transcript: 

Press briefing on the planned dismantling 
of the Department of Energy—by Secretary 
of Energy James B. Edwards and Edwin L. 
Harper, Deputy Director of the Office of 
Management and Budget 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the President’s decision 
not to reimpose parking fees for Federal 
employees—by Representatives Marjorie S. 
Holt of Maryland and Stan Parris and Frank 
R. Wolf of Virginia 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved December 15 


H.J. Res. 370 / Public Law 97-92 
A joint resolution making further continuing 


Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved December 15—Continued 


appropriations for the fiscal year 1982, and 
for other purposes. 


SJ. Res. 115 / Public Law 97-93 

A joint resolution to approve the President’s 
recommendation for a waiver of law pursu- 
ant to the Alaska Natural Gas Transportation 
Act of 1976. 


Approved December 17 


H.R. 4591 / Public Law 97-94 

An act to amend the mineral leasing laws 
of the United States to provide for uniform 
treatment of certain receipts under such 
laws, and for other purposes. 


S.J. Res. 136 / Public Law 97-95 

A joint resolution to validate the effective- 
ness of a plan for the use or distribution of 
funds appropriated to pay a judgment 
awarded to the San Carlos Tribe of Arizona. 
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